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NOTES ON RHODODENDRON. 

W. W. Asiie. 

Rhododendron carolinianum margarettae n. var. A shrub in 
habit resembling the type. 1 Flowers pure white, except for pale 
yellow spots on the upper lobe of corolla and anthers, appearing be- 

1 Rhod. 14 : 97 (1912). 
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fore the new leaves from April 10 to May 15 in erect compact 0-to 
12-flowered clusters which are from 4 to 0 cm. long; corolla rotate, 
scarcely two lipped, about 5 cm. wide, the narrow slightly glandular- 
viscid tube about 5 nun. long, outside of the lobes sparingly lepidote 
with .‘3-7 rows of scales; filaments exserted, from 1.0 to 2.0 cm. long, 
hairy below- the middle, the tips upeurved and capped by bright rose 
colored anthers; style with elavate stigma, much shorter than the 
stamens, recurved after anthesis; calyx lobes green, semicircular, 
fringed with scattered 2 to .‘3 mm. long, weak mostly caducous cilia; 
pedicels .5 to 2 cm. long, sparingly glandular-viscid; capsule .8 to 
1.2 cm. long, lanceolate, truncate. Leaves oblong, 5 to 10 cm. 
long, 2 to .‘3 cm. wide, pointed at each end or rarely obtuse at base, 
dark green above, pale as if glaucous and gray lepidote beneath, 
petioles green or at length bright red or orange, I to 1.5 cm. long. 

I his form differs from the type in its pure white flowers, filaments 
often villous nearly to tin* middle, stamens longer than the corolla, 
tin* style much shorter than the stamens and the lower surface of the 
leaves which as a rule are acute at both ends, usually pale and gray¬ 
ish or silvery lepidote. 

The variety occurs in rocky woods and on cliffs, especially near 


small streams, between 1500 and 1000 feet altitude along the Him 


Kid ge in North Carolina, in McDowell and Buncombe Counties, 
especially above Old Fort along Curtis, Jarrett and Mill Creeks; in 
Rutherford County in Hickorynut Gap where abundantly associated 
with li. mtnus; and in ]\>lk and Ilendrrson Counties above Tryon. 
Type material collected by W. W. A., May 16, 1005, on the head¬ 
waters ol Mill Creek and since been in cultivation. A specimen 
cited by Rchder as belonging to H. carolininumn, No. 4468, Biltmore 
Herbarium, was collected near Tryon. Two trips have been made 
to study this Rhododendron in this section where it is not uncommon 
and many plants were found in full flower. All of these had pure 
white flowers and this seems to be the color of all of the early flower¬ 
ing plants in this section and in the collection cited above. 

The original station for the rose-purple form now in cultivation is 
the eastern face of Grandfather Mountain, North Carolina, at an 
altitude of about 5000 feet. It was studied there in April, 1914, 
when in full flow'er and since that date other specimens of this form 
have been collected at various stations in this general vicinity and a 
plant of it cultivated. The rose-purple form along the Blue Ridge, 
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which is (he only section where it has been possible to work out the 
detailed < istribution, is confined to the higher altitudes above -1000 
foot, growing on exposed rocks and cliffs and on such sites is frequent 
around the rim of the great amphitheater, which begins at Table 
Rock Mountain and ends at the cliffs beneath Blowing Rock embrac¬ 
ing the rocky slopes of Grandfather Mountain. r lhe white flowered 

form is not known to grow within this zone. 

Beginning on Buck Creek above Marion, N. C., and from thence 
southward along the Blue Ridge to the headwaters of the Pacolet 
River tin; white-flowered form is common and seemingly the only 
early flowering form between altitudes of 1500 and 3500 feet, ihe 
white flowered form bv its definite distribution and its restriction to 
lower altitudes seems to be sufficiently well marked to justify separ¬ 
ating it as a variety from the rose purple-flowered plant. 

Rhododendron atlanticum Rehd. (Azalea atlantiea Ashe) was 
described from material collected near Georgetown, S. C., in 1010. 
Specimens of this have recently been found in a package of plants 
collected near New Berne, N. C., in 1890, and also specimens of R. 

neglectum n. e. (Azalea neglect a Ashe, Bui. Tor. Bot. Cl. 47 : 581, 

1920). These early flowering azaleas which have undoubtedly been 
confused with Rhododendron vi.seosum should be looked for at other 
points along the Atlantic Coastal plains. Both of them grow well 
in cultivation at Washington, I). C. R. atlanticum has a white 
corolla rarely purplish in the bud and sometimes becoming purplish 
as it wilts, its divisions much shorter than the very viscid-pubescent 
funnelform tube. R. neglectum has a violet rose-colored corolla be¬ 
coming whitish as it wilts, the narrow wide-spreading divisions as 
long as t le villous, cylindrous tube, which is not glandular viscid. 


Deam’s Trees of Indiana (Revised Edition).'— The popular de¬ 
mand for Mr. Deain’s first revision, which appeared in March, 1019, 2 
was so great that the edition of 1000 copies was exhausted within 
five days after its publication. The Conservation Commission has 

1 Deam, Chas. C. The trees of Indiana. First Revised Edition. Publication No. 
13. Department of Conservation, Stato of Indiana, Apr. 1921. Pp 317, 134 plates. 

2 Reviewed in Rhoi>ora 21! 188—191. 1919. 






